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Average Speed Camera Enforcement 
Average Speed Cameras systems measure the time taken for vehicles to travel  a known distance 

and automatically determine if the vehicle has exceeded the speed limit. So unlike other fixed speed 

cameras which capture a vehicle’s speed at a fixed point on the road, average speed camera systems 

track a vehicle’s speed over a set distance, such as in this case the length of the tunnel.  As a vehicle 

passes each average speed camera , the camera records an image of every vehicle together with the 

precise date and time the image was taken. Then by matching vehicles by ANPR (Automatic Number 

Plate Recognition) technology , the system computes the average speed between the cameras.  In 

the case of the Dublin Tunnel those cameras are located just outside the entrance and exit portals. 

FCN’s (Fixed Charge Notices) 
Once operational, when the Average Speed Camera system determines that a vehicle has exceeded 

the speed limit within the enforcement zone it will automatically create a record of the violation 

which will then transmitted to An Garda Síochána for their action. The enforcement procedure will 

exactly mirror existing procedures  developed by An Garda Síochána for automated processing of 

Road Traffic Offences that incur fixed charges and if applicable penalty points.  

Information about the Garda process of administering these Offences can be found on their website: 

www.garda.ie  

Changing Lanes 
Your average speed is recorded between two camera positions – the enforcement zone.  Changing 

lanes between the positions will have no effect as the cameras monitor all lanes at the start and end 

of the enforcement zone. 

(No) Camera Flash 
The Dublin Tunnel Average Speed Cameras are being operated in a well lit area which is 

supplemented with infra-red illumination.  This will enable the special cameras to be operated 

without any flash. 

24/7/356 Operation 
When operational, the cameras will monitor all lanes  day and night.  There will be no ‘dummy’ 

cameras involved. 

How do I know the system is accurate? 
The average speed cameras chosen for use at the Dublin Tunnel are compliant with EU requirements 

and in addition are UK Home Office type-approved for court purposes.  Before any such equipment 

is approved, it is subjected to rigorous field and laboratory testing to ensure accuracy and reliability.  

Very specific guidance and training is given to operators of such devices which are calibrated and 

tested regularly to ensure their accuracy. 

http://www.garda.ie/
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The cameras are only for cars 
The cameras are capable of detecting and enforcing speeds for all vehicle types. 

Speeding is not a problem in the Dublin Tunnel 
On a typical day nearly half the cars in the tunnel travel above the speed limit. Road Safety experts 

are all agreed that reducing average speed results in reduced risk to road users and that average 

speed cameras are a fair and effective way of doing this. 

These cameras are yet another way to get money from fines 
This is absolutely not a revenue raising measure!  TII simply require tunnel users to comply with the 

speed limit and in so doing reduce the risk of a collision to all tunnel users.  The cameras and poles 

are painted bright yellow so as to be very visible plus there will be regular reminders on the tunnel 

message signs to remind you of the average speed enforcement system in operation. 

 


